CyberCareers.org

A project funded and produced by the NWCET, IEEE, NSF and TAF.

Module 2:  Becoming an IT Job Expert—Further Explorations 

page 3

Becoming IT Job Savvy  

Further Explorations of the World of Information Technology Careers

MODULE 2





Approx Time:  45-50 minutes

Module overview:

The objective of this module is to:

· Give students the opportunity to research one or two IT job clusters in which they are specifically interested as a result of taking the CyberCareers Interest Inventory.

· Research actual job descriptions with associated salaries and qualifications.

In completing this module, student will demonstrate the ability to:

1. Identify one or two IT career clusters that they may be interested in.

2. Describe a number of IT jobs in these career clusters.

3. Discuss the pay range for a number of such jobs.

4. Outline the educational and experience requirements for a number of such jobs.

5. Use the Web as a means for researching IT jobs.

Prerequisites:
able to read and write English at a 7th grade level.  Knowledge of basic computer and web browser operation is helpful.

Teacher Preparation Checklist:

1. Administer and score the IT Interest Survey.

2. Copy IT Career Center worksheets appropriate to your students’ interests.

3. Familiarize yourself with the IT Career Center Worksheets.

TIP:  Complete these using the same computers yours students will use.  This way you can predict difficulties with hardware, browsers and content your students may encounter.

Student Materials Checklist:

· IT Interest Survey results.

· IT Career Center Worksheets specific to the job cluster identified by the student’s IT Interest Survey.  (Note:  there are 8 possible worksheets.  The student should fill out one or two worksheets, depending on time.)

Equipment Checklist:


Computer lab with enough computers for each student.  If you do not have enough computers, divide students into groups around computers.

Teaching Strategy:

Part 1 –Before Class

1. Make sure that you know how to operate the computers in the lab.  Turn them on; make sure they are all working.  Be sure you know how and are able to tell students how to access and use the Web browser.

	Teacher Action
	Notes

	Introductory Discussion  5 minutes.  

1. Open class with an overview of what students will do today. 
2. Hand back their Interest Inventories.
3. Ask one or two students what Job Clusters the Interest Inventory pointed them to. 
Explain Research Activity  5 minutes.

1. Distribute Worksheets.

2. Explain how you expect them to work on this sheet.

3. Write the URL of the CyberCareers on board:  (www.cybercareers.org)
4. Move students around the computers.

Student Research  15 minutes

1. Lead students through the process of accessing the website.  They should start at the homepage, click on “Enter Here” and then click on “IT Career Center” (www.cybercareers.org/students/itcareercenter)
2. Watch students and be sure that each group is staying on task and is able to use the computer effectively.

3. Make sure that they are answering the questions on their worksheet.  Assist them with vocabulary when they have difficulty.

Call students back to your attention.  Tell them to move to number 3 on the worksheet.  

1. Tell them to go the Job Finder from Student Central.  

2.  Write URL of CyberCareers JobFinder on board (www.cybercareers.org/jobfinder) in case some students cannot find it.

3. Tell students to find two jobs in their chosen job cluster and fill out the worksheet. 

4. Return students attention to computer. 

Student Research  10 minutes

1. Watch students and be sure that each group is staying on task and is able to use the computer sufficiently. 

Call student attention away from computers.  Facilitate Discussion 10 minutes.

1. Ask them the following questions:

a) How many of you found jobs that pay less than (mention the McDonald’s wage)?

b) How many of you found jobs that pay less than $12/hr? 

c) How many of you found jobs that pay more than $20/hr? 

d) How many of you found jobs that you could start with no training past high school? 

e) How many of you found jobs that you could do with as little as 2 years of technical training after high school? 

f) Did any of you find jobs that you could do at home?

g) Were there any jobs that offered child care as an employment benefit?

2.  You may tell the class they can finish the worksheets and turn them in as homework. 

Dismiss class.
	Before you move students into groups around the computer, be sure that you clearly explain their task and how it is to be completed.  

If they are working in groups, tell them to help other research the Job Cluster each of them is interested in.  

If students are working in groups and you have prior knowledge of students’ computer abilities, you might consider grouping students so that more advanced ones can help their classmates in small groups.  

Make sure that students have an equal chance to “commandeer” the computers.  One way to facilitate this is to have a “class lottery” for who gets to control each machine.

To get them off of the computers, you may have to ask them to physically move their chairs to face away from the monitors.


Assessment Methods:

· Teacher observation of student participation in class.

· Observation by teacher of teams completing the worksheets carefully and thoughtfully.

· Review and feedback by the teacher of the worksheets once they have been turned in.
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