National Science Foundation-CompTIA CyberSecurity Fast Track Training and Certification Program
A supplemental grant to NWCET’s E-portal to Information Technology Education and Careers:  A Dissemination Focal Point
Demand:  

George R. Boggs’, President of the American Association of Community Colleges (AACC), cogently points to the pressing need for educational programs in IT security in his opening letter of the AACC report, Protecting Information:  the Role of Community Colleges in CyberSecurity Education:

“National security and the need to protect the nation’s information systems, networks, and infrastructures could not be more prevalent.  President Bush recently directed the development of a National Strategy to Secure Cyberspace to ensure that America has a clear roadmap to protect its important infrastructures that could be vulnerable to cyber attacks.  In conjunction with this national call to security cyberspace, leaders of higher education have worked to identify strategies and resources to help meet the national’s educational and workforce needs in this critical high-tech area” 
Challenge:

IT faculty at community colleges across the nation need training and certification in order to deliver appropriate and effective information security education --training and certification that is accessible, high quality and cost-effective.
Solution:

The Working Connections IT Faculty Development Institute, a national IT faculty development program sponsored by the AACC, National Workforce Center for Emerging Technologies (NWCET) and Microsoft will deliver standardized,  NSF approved,  high quality training that will reach over one-third of all community colleges in the nation’s IT intensive regions.  
Instructors who complete the training and pass the certification will be reimbursed for their training expenses.  They will then be invited to submit a proposal to develop a Best Practice in teaching IT security.  Instructors whose proposals are selected for full development will complete a Best Practice aligned to the NWCET IT CyberSecurity skill standards and the CompTIA Security+ exam objectives.  Best Practices will be disseminated through the national e-portals for Working Connections, CompTIA and NWCET.
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